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Snow is a 1998 New York Times Outstanding Book of the Year and a 1999 Caldecott Honor

Book."It's snowing, said boy with dog."It's only a snowflake," said grandfather with beard.No one

thinks one or two snowflakes will amount to anything. Not the man with the hat or the lady with the

umbrella. Not even the television or the radio forecasters. But one boy and his dog have faith that

the snow will amount to something spectacular, and when flakes start to swirl down on the city, they

are also the only ones who know how to truly enjoy it. Uri Shulevitz' playful depiction of a snowy day

and the transformation of a city is perfectly captured in simple, poetic text and lively watercolor and

pen-and-ink illustrations.
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By and large, the general rule guiding picture books and the Caldecott awards they garner is that no

children's author/illustrator ever wins the Caldecott Award for their best work. This rule generally

applies to all awards, I suppose in some way. Oscar winning actors, actresses, and directors never

seem to win for their best films either. But the case seems to be even more extreme when it comes

to picture books. Let's take author/illustrator extraordinaire Uri Shulevitz as our example. Now



review your Caldecott knowledge and tell me what book earned Shulevitz a Caldecott. If you said,

"The Fool of the World and the Flying Ship", you are correct. Now, tell me which book Shulevitz both

wrote and illustrated which DESERVED the Caldecott Award (not Honor). If you said, "Snow" then

you are once more right right right. I recently discovered this charming and thoroughly pleasing little

book all on my own and I can tell you here and now that aside from the great "Snowy Day" by Ezra

Jack Keats, there is no other book that so skillfully pinpoints the elation a child feels at the first real

snowfall of the year.We're in a village. A village where the clouds hang heavy overhead and the only

words on the first page are, "The skies are gray. The rooftops are gray. The whole city is gray". The

next two-page spread gives a perfect sense of anticipation. Underneath this mono-colored set of

stores and houses are the words, "Then......one snowflake". And if you look very very carefully,

there's a single spot of white against the gray swelling watercolor that is the sky. A boy in an orange

hat points out the flake with delight, his dog by his side. His grandfather, however, doesn't think

snow is possible. Then there are two snowflakes (with a man in a hat pish-pishing the possibility).
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